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In line for a mar-
riage license, undated.
With an act of 1907,
women lost their U.S.
citizenship when they
married a foreigner.
They had to reap-
ply for naturalization.
Below: Amelia Pizani
Westphal explained
the reason for her ap-
plication in 1942.

estled among the records from almost every fed-

eral court in America is a small body of records

documenting women swearing allegiance to the
United States—to be more accurate, re-swearing their
allegiance. When the massive amount of naturalization
records in the National Archives present similar infor-
mation—people pledging loyalty to America—what is
special about this group?

The women in these records were all born in America. Some most like-
ly never left this country, let alone their hometown, and yet they were
swearing allegiance back to the United States. Why would these women
not already be considered American?

Since the earliest days of our nation, millions of people have gone
through the process of becoming a U.S. citizen. Naturalization is a
choice, not a requirement, and no rule mandates that one must complete
the naturalization process once it has been started. There is also no regu-
lation promising the reinstatement of one’s lost American citizenship.

At certain times in our country’s history, marriage—at least for the
woman—could affect one’s citizenship status. If an American woman
married a foreigner before 1907 and the married couple continued to
reside in the United States, she did not, because of her marriage, cease to
be an American citizen. The American woman remained a U.S. citizen
even after her marriage to a non-U.S. citizen.

An act of March 2, 1907, also known as the Expatriation Act, changed
all this. Congress mandated that “any American woman who marries
a foreigner shall take the nationality of her husband.” Upon marriage,
regardless of where the couple resided, the woman’s legal identity morphed

into her husband’s.

"I lost, or believe that I lost, United States citizenship solely by reason of my
marriage on October 25, 1917 to Julius H. @estphal, then an alien, a citizen or
subject of Germany and my marital status with such person was terminated on
Jamary 27, 1932 by divorce.m

pate: Wtseh, /) Y
Appligant




If a (former) American woman’s alien husband became
a naturalized U.S. citizen after the marriage, she would
regain her citizenship through the very husband with
whom she had lost it. If the same woman wanted her
American citizenship restored, and her husband had not
naturalized, she had to go through the entire naturaliza-
tion process as a true immigrant, with all of its standard
rules and regulations.

Even then, she was still tethered to her husband through
his political or legal standing. If the United States, for
whatever reason, would not grant im citizenship, it would
not extend any repatriation opportunities to his wife.

This inequity in citizenship rights prompted Ohio
Congressman John L. Cable to act. He sponsored leg-
islation to give American women “equal nationality and
citizenship rights” as men.

The Cable Act (also known as the “Married Women’s
Independent Nationality Act” or the “Married Women’s
Act”) passed on September 22, 1922, and repealed the
1907 Expatriation Act.

An American woman who married a non-U.S. citi-
zen after September 22, 1922, would no longer lose
her citizenship if her husband was eligible to become a
citizen. The Cable Act was great news for couples mar-

rying after 1922.

Cable Act Confusing
For Some Women

But what about women who had already lost their citi-
zenship—what could they do? They would still have to
follow the full standard naturalization process.

The Cable Act’s restrictions caused some confusion.

A wife’s citizenship status no longer changed auto-
matically upon the husband’s naturalization—in fact, it
did not change at all. Some women who had married
before passage of the act understandably believed they
had either never lost their citizenship in the first place or
assumed that they held the same status as their husbands
(and, no doubt, children).

After 1922, women who thought they had lost citi-
zenship by marriages due to the 1907 act had to file a

petition for naturalization if they wished to regain it.

To learn more about

* Women in naturalization records, go to www.archives.govlpublicationsiprologue/1998/summer}.
* Locations of and contact information for National Archives research facilities nationwide, go to www.archives.gov/locations/.
* Naturalization records in the National Archives, go to www.archives.gov/research/naturalization/.
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The Cable Act of 1922 al-
lowed women to repatriate
or reapply for their citizen-
ship. Betty Mundy certifies
her continuous residence in
Florida in her application re-
corded December 20, 1922,
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APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
OF JUNE 25, 1936, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. 793—74th CONGRESS)

This form. Is for use ander the J\clo‘l‘ .I'unc 26, 1936 (Publie—No. 'ml—':ﬂhc: ) by & woman residing within or
nun.n-u\n-b-omd u?s“t:ma d who has, or ls mnlm

under the jurisdiction of the United Stal
bave, lest United Siates citisenship solel L, 22, 1922, to an lien md whoss mari
status with such alicn has terminated. K WAL, mldlug d.n m. whu iz ol.hml.n [l should take uu her case -r|u|
n\enb::{l tion, or & consular officer of the United States, The oath of allegianee preseribed herein sdministered
by an ization court in the United States to wblel. lJniu nmull.h\u:n s made, form, which aonmlum the court
he trnnaul.l:-n. ahould be exceuted in ung:ln-l should be retained as im record of the court. Tha
mwtlcale‘ du tifbed by the elerk of wllrt llmnl d h he C of T and Natu

pmﬁ: ar Divi Ldnml Director of Immigration and Naturalisation on the
lﬂ‘l ol'eomt lhlll rurnuh o the lppl'll!ml. uruu leer domand, st & coat not

eart! ¥

Washington, I C., through llle
mont! exesading

the oath ndministered. mmmlan

firat day af the m«tl

8L, a :‘mm .‘ h dd "l:H:‘.ubd t;:lm of the court, ineluding
m"vy u form, whic uly corti By She clerk, muy be lumhh to |hu applicant who makes such demand,
1f 10 such demand be made, shall be with the d Ppu above.

Inthe . Dndted States Ddatrick . . Courtat_ .. Seattla. Washinghon.. ...

ooy 3., presiding.

<eeyp Wha born st SpTAguS, .I' OB

g o towm, aack Buatal

cynnd was marrled on . JOAY. 26, A9N6

[N p—y

then an allen, o citiren or subject of . GARAAS.
1 lost, or belleve that 1 fost, United States citlsenship solely by reason of such marriage. My mar
terminated on . Pabruary 28, 1928 by ﬂ!ﬂﬂl .
The following available documents which support the foregol
dluil May 21, 1893, showing my. h!.rlh M 4, 1893, Sprague, Nash.: Certified cbpy
_cortificate, Oswald Empey and Marths Kubuke mm: aﬁ. :515: Certifie
nnw of ddvorce from sald hushend an February 25, 1928.
I Beretiy apply bo take e cath of alegianoe as proseriibed in section 4 of the Aat of Jums 29, 1905 (34 Stat, 506; U, 8. c,
L. 8, seo, 106), to become rnpnlrluud and :;M.uln the righta of a cititen of the United Siates.

[acts are berewith exhibited by cartlfi

S \“\0"
Subserileg &M«w’m me this 24kha . dny of . July.

\\\n St
sfi) © e 9.b o

, .3\\\-,9* P T, . x
o Kk o g e S i e s
applican s n taking the oath of
nited S'I.m?-. aned ﬁill lhlnmcnm cater these f’;n of record, u-. G i nuuﬂnna- to the
Dnted _July 2Wg-7939 . .. Pl }C' Pl Matrict Juige.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE
T hereby declare on oath, that T abeclutely and entirely renounce and nbjun all -nq.mq and fidelity to any foreign

¥ neetmnl«we. state, w mcrﬁu mﬁu—

r mny have lh T will pw(

l';wild.:ﬂ o( lh t'[:il‘lnb‘lq mﬁ:}‘?‘ nhl!,'uu 'fu . ‘ Lgn lII'l‘ﬂ.De, that | l‘vl? bear %ﬂﬁn&d all
smme; nnd o this of otk without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; iR

In acknewlodgment whereaf I have bereunto -n{ oy signature, t P HE OD

Tho foregoing cath was sdminisiered to the applicant In open court this _Elithw af

{amac]

i [ O, ol Sttt SRR

A SURRNTNT PRNTISE P IR

Left Martha Empey's A woman’s suitability for citizenship still depended on

July 1939 application
for an oath of allegiance
lists the documents she wanted to swear allegiance or not.
submitted, including
her birth and marriage

certificates and a copy Mmally renounced their citizenship by personally appear-

of her divorce decree. jng before a U.S. court. Nor did it affect women who

Right: Yetta Ostrovsky
applied to take the oath

of allegiance under the try. In these cases, she remained a citizen of the other

act of 1936. She lost her
citizenship through mar-
riage to a Russian na-

tional in Florida in 1919 War I had it easier—they only had to file an oath of al-

despite the fact that
she had “resided con-
tinuously” in the United
States since her birth.

legiance to restore their U.S. citizenship.

in 1914 from England and started his naturalization pro-
cess in 1916. According to his naturalization papers, he
divorced his first wife in 1919 and married Bertha Anna
Haak (born in Bayside, New York) sometime thereafter.

Bertha Anna, upon this marriage, became a British subject.

When Saying “l Do”

her husband’s status—he had to be “eligible” whether he

The act did not affect expatriated woman who had for-

had become naturalized under the laws of another coun-
country. American men who expatriated themselves by

swearing an allegiance to another nation during World

The changing laws could cause unexpected citizenship

flip-flopping. John Henry Pengally arrived in New York
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APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE
ACT OF JUNE 25, 1936, AS AMENDED, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH

To the Honorable, the .eeeeece. §1. 15T S— e Cowrt of . M@ United States
This application, hereby made and filed, respectfully shows.

1 tras, coTrect mame —I' T e e S T Trad
. . - “em_‘!‘-—.m -u-:m-m-usmu-—u.m-w-uw

(2) My present place of residence is m&%‘.‘ﬂ% Baach_  Axin___ECElan.
i3 My mn:gﬂon in

(4) Tam 0 years cld. (6) T was born on _n{"h, ‘“_,'_I].Q.DJT._. in . Hew Inrikﬂ“;w“:_.._
i .HJ. Sl .__._ﬂ_

provines, or s
8} n)’m—ldﬁmpﬂmhufﬂlﬂ- _f.nmall_ color __ Whits . complexior . faie.
color of eyes .. hazel __, color of hadr Browm _, helght . B feet 2. inelu-,wluhl_uh_
wisible distinetive marks __mole sn right cheek

(MHlam._ .mmatm,muu__&mﬂ_nmmhh—
__i.lmw.h wt . Brooklyn HaX
. o5 mlm [fwar} - ACiey ur town) .im.;_m Weaunbey)
t _xlm_ A M LD _.Lnnum?.._ __1?.m___; and reaides
“ lﬁuww-] (Gonty, distsict, provios, or wais)  (Ceamryl (Month’ (Dur} [Yous) nw

Lvande. Avee, Misnd. l&amf_])m, Flas

o m-hr.u {Ciky ue wwn) | {Bisie)

8y 1Iuc.arhu.nmrmu=1uasm-¢mu_u‘pnmyh,murmmh¢-“.D?&_&ﬂ,%ﬂ i
-Semel Ostrofsky. .. ... . _ thon an allen, = citizen or subject of Busgie.
terminated

Mm:‘mﬂh}mﬂmmmm_m_ [

I Mantk) (Dy) (Yeur)
S — S —
4 Tiate by what means ATl sEas Termisaied]
(8) I have . resided continuously in the United States since the date of my marriage shown in paragraph B hereof,
to wit, si b g0
T [k‘i iz} ‘1‘%-1
(10) T hereby apply Lo take the oath of and allegh a8 ribed in Bection 386 (&) of the Nathonnlity

Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 1157} to become ropatriated and obtain fhe rights of a citizep of the Unite
%m P —
Muﬂmmhﬂmmww-mwmmhmmdth of exld eonrt at . Migsd

Flordda  this fith  day of N Ammo Domind 19.51

tien of the foregolng, 1t it
the & be “ltiuen of M
uwﬂmumsm.mmtﬂ""ﬂ }le

a.mi oF nmuu:l
that I abssolutely and estirely rencunce ced sbjsre oll allegissce and Fdeliy bo co fossign price,

ﬂlﬁ-( heretaiare been o aul o citizen: MIUIIIIII ond defend rhe M
of Americn againt il snamiss faeian amd damesies a1 =il Eeor rer Feth and afleg uece o e st thos T ey ot o the UM’M

of the Unih
Shates ¢ paform nencem hatat tervics i the Ammed Forces of the Uritad Shotes whi o O e et ik
mevtal reservolion or purpose of evaiser—a Ml Mt Gad 10 scksarivdsmint wharcet | have bereusis st oy cbligatin freely witheut o
Pl S et g AR i AT M A b e L b s =
Fall, tros, and wibreviatioal

The foregoing cath was administered to the potitioner in open coart this . 13th  day of _ Novenber

UL ¥, . s P SIS

John Henry finally naturalized in September 1923—
but what was the status of Bertha Anna? Because of the
Cable Act, she remained a British citizen who happened
to be married to an American citizen. Two years later,
Bertha Anna naturalized and became a United States
citizen.

Another obstacle faced women who wanted to reclaim
their American citizenship. The Cable Act permitted a
woman who was living abroad and lost her citizenship
due to the 1907 act to return to the United States to
regain her citizenship. Due to the 1924 Immigration
Quota Law, however, she would have to return to the
United States as a quota immigrant. If the quota for her
husband’s country had been exhausted for that year, she
could not get a visa and therefore could not return to the
United States to repatriate.

A series of bills introduced in 1931 removed the re-
maining inequalities of the 1922 act: the ineligible

spouse clause and the foreign residency issues.
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Form N=405 Form approved.
TUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF YUSTICE Budzetpgureau No. 43-R083.8,
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION BERVICE .

(Rev. 2-10-55) ’
ORIGINAL UNITED STATES OF AMERICA —
(To be retained No. ==L L= A
by Clerk of Court) PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
To the Honorable the ____ District : | courtor.the United States ot Orlando, Florida

This petition for naturalization, hereby rmade and filed, respectfully shows:

(1) My full, true, and correct name 1s-.HABIQu_.S_TEEDw lj“e.e HPMPHREYS_ _________
(2) My present place of residence 13--.22“?;163!%}1993;1‘1%5}_.;y_eﬁﬁ’éggg?:ﬁw “im'} . (3) My occupation is
@ Tam 69 yearsold. (5) T wasborn on ﬁa v Lo0g em e m__Lawrence, Massachusetts

onth) (Day) Year) T'g iy | (Cityoetown) ty, district, or Btais) (2
(8) My personal description is as follows: Sex _ £ -, complexion m.‘nnm_-_, color of eyes .. EXEY _____, color of hair “__bmﬂhﬂﬁy

height -5 ____feet .3 ____ inches, weight - 93___ pounds, yigible distinetive marks _____NONE ; country of which I am a citizen
subject, or national .._Grat Britain. @ ramt "+ e the name of my 3DOE hushand X_Was_ Harry Edward Steed
we were married on __la.n._hlﬁ,_l&'i&._._.._ at Iiv@;lz@:&.l&@l‘.ﬁ‘.lﬁ;.-.ﬂ@:l‘!}@; i -
{Month! 3 .SD&yJ (Tear) (City or town) lmﬂ' country,
he or she was born at ---~Lanﬂ9n?-_f:‘ng_andh . B yon May 13,1801 77
. : - 7] (CH¥ or town) - {County, district. province, or Btate) {Country) (Mont (Day) (Year)
and entered the United States at never on = for permanent residence in the United States
(City or town) {State) {Month) (Day) (Yoar)
and mow residesat ___.0eceased 2 and was naturalized on 110G 3
. {Number and street) - {City or town) (County and Btate) {Xomth) (Day) (Yenr)
at = certificate NO. coceececcacccanaoa} 0T became s citizen by oo
(City or town) {Btate)

7a) (If petition is filed under section 319 (a), Immigration and Nationality Act.) I bave resided in the United Btates In marital union with my Txn!ted States
éitiz)e:g p:use for at least 3 years immadiaéel)fr precegll:g the date of fillng this petition for naturalization, and have been physically preseni in the United States

at least half of that time.
7h) (If tion is filed under section 219 (b), Immigration and Nationslity Act.) My husband or wife I8 a citizen of the United Btates, is in the employment of
e )Gglv'elr]-gt:jnent of the United Btates, or o an American institution of research re)eog-nized ag such h%the Attorney General of the United States ﬁﬁr an Amarican

firm or corporation engaged in whole or in partin the development of foreign trade and commerce of the United States, or subsidiary thereof or ofa ‘g)u einternational
tion in which the United Btates participates; and sueh husband or wife is irly stationed abroad in such employment. I intend in good faith upon
naturalization to live abroad with my spouse and to resume my residence within the United States immediately upon te: on of such employment abroad.

(8) Ibhave ...1Q.._ children; and the name, sex, date and place of birth, and present place of residence of each of miéehﬁdren who iz living, are as follows:
T loui.my Mited States citizenship under Sec. L01(3) of the Nationality
Act_of 1910 by voting in the General Election held at St. Leonard!'s=-on-Sea, “ussex,

England on JwWly 5,908 e

(9) My lawiul sdmission for permanent residenca in the United States was at Her..%gr&i_ﬁgw_ York ; under the name of
MARTQN STEED ... on . MaF 16, 1850
(Day) (¥ear)

ottty Sa. B NEENDRAM. . oot

{Mame of vessel or other means of converance)

(10) Since my lawful admission for permanent residence I have not been absent from the United States, for a period or periods of 6 months or Ionger, except as follows:

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES ‘RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES
Porr DATE VESSEL OR OTHER MEANS Pont DaATE VEsgEL oR OTHER MEANS
(Month, day, yuar) OF CONVEYANCE (Month, day, year) OF CONVEYANCE

(11) It is my intention in good faith to become a citizen of the United States and to renounce absolutely and entirely all allegiance and fidelity to any fore rin

potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which at this time I am a subject or citizen. (12) It is my intention to regide pereﬁg:anentl in the gmr.ed tatash.m I(}13)()‘31
am not and have not been for a period of at least 10 years immediately preceding the date of this pefition a member of or affiliated ﬁth any organization proseribed
by the Immigration and Nationality Act or any section, subsidiary, branch afiiliate or subdivision thereof nor have I during such od en in or performed any
of the acts or activities prohibited by that Act. (14) I am able to read, write ang:ﬁm\k the English langunge (unless exempted therefrom). (15) Iam, and have
been during all the perjods required by law, a person of good moral character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States and well disposed
to the good order and happiness of the United States. I am willing, if required by law, to bear arms on behalf of the United States, or to perform noncombatant
service in the Armed Forces of the United States, or to perform work of national importance under civilian direction (unless exempted therefrom). (18) I have

resided continuously in the United States since ... Magy. 16, m“;lg 50 - and continuously in the State in which this petition is made

for the term of 6 ;nunths at least immediately preceding the date of this petition and I have been physically present in the United States for at least one-half
ofthe ____.__ 5 _________ - year period immediately preceding the date of this petition. (17) I have -.__nﬁ....._. heretofore made petition for nataralization:
No. on i at o in

(Monib) {Day) (Year) {City or towa) (County)  (State)
seeemeeimmmmmmmmenecn oo Court, and such petition was denied by that Court for the following reasons and causes, to wit:

BB s e e

(Mame of sourt)

(19) Wherefore I, your petitioner for naturalization, pray that I msy be admitted a citizen of the United States of America, and that my name be changed to

1
no change ;
mmmmmmene SR VELEUELEY e -. I, aforesaid petitioner, do swear (affirm) that I know the con-
tents of this petition for naturalization subseribed by m ¢ : i i
ey B 680 Mol p zaton subs y me, and that the same are trus to the best of Eykmwleaaemge belief, and that this petli;mn is signed by me with

!
ALIEN REGISTRATION No. . A=T 477 _26L MG o AL e
(Full, true, and eorrect o, of patl whhout abl
16—41078-7




Opposite: Marion
Steed’s petition
for naturalization
provides useful
family  informa-
tion as well as
her claim that

she lost her U.S.

citizenship when
she voted in an
election in Sus-
sex, England, in
July 1945.

When Saying “| Do”

1940 Law: All Women
Can Regain Citizenship

An act of 1936 provided marital expatriates—whose
marriages to aliens had ended through death or di-
vorce—with an opportunity to regain their lost citizen-
ship by filing an application. Upon approval, women
could resume citizenship simply by taking an oath of
allegiance. This act required the proof of her U.S. birth
or naturalization as well as proof that the marriage had
ended. Women flocked to the courts to file their appli-
cations. Women involved in ongoing marriages contin-
ued to file the regular paperwork for naturalization until
1940.

The act of July 2, 1940, provided that all women who
had lost citizenship by marriage could repatriate regard-
less of their marital status. They only had to take an oath
of allegiance—no declaration of intention was required.
But they still had to show that they had resided continu-
ously in the United States since the date of the marriage.

How do you find these records? Since women could
repatriate at any court—county, state, or federal—the
records could be anywhere. Some of the federal court
records have even been digitized and are available on
National Archives partner sites: Ancestry.com, Fold3.
com, and FamilySearch.org.

Repatriation records that have not been digitized are
found among the naturalization records in Records of
District Courts of the United States, Record Group 21.
The records cover the years 1939-1981 and are housed
at National Archives locations across the country (a list

of them is on the inside back cover of this magazine).

The courts often kept the repatriation oaths separate
from other naturalization records, and when they did,
the series titles usually include the word “repatriation.”
Examples of series titles include Applications to Regain
Citizenship and Repatriation Oaths, Naturalization
Repatriation Applications, Naturalization Repatriation
Proceedings, Repatriation  Cases, Naturalization
Repatriations of Native Born Citizens, Repatriation

Orders,
Certificates, and Repatriate Oaths of Allegiance.

Repatriation Case Record, Repatriation

Once all of the repatriation oaths are digitized and up-
loaded onto our partner sites, searching for these women
should become much easier. Until then, keep in mind
that the federal courts across the nation maintained repa-
triation oaths in different ways: separately with an index;
separately without an index; combined with all of the
naturalization records with an index; or combined with
all of the naturalization records without an index.

If you believe your ancestor repatriated and you can-
not locate her on our online partner sites, contact the

National Archives research facility responsible for the

state in which your ancestor resided.

Meg Hacker, a Prologue contributing editor, has
been with the National Archives at Fort Worth since
1985 and is now Director of Archival Operations
there. She received her B.A. in American history
from Austin College and her M.A. in American History from Texas
Christian University. Texas Western Press published her thesis, Cynthia
Ann Parker: The Life and the Legend.

The best place to start a search for women's repatriation records is online. Several series of

records have been digitized and can be found in the National Archives Online Public Access

catalog and on our partner websites Ancestry.com, FOLD3.com, and FamilySearch.org.

Keep in mind that the different sites will have different sets of records. On Ancestry, select

the search category “immigration and travel.” On Fold3, select “non-military collections,”

and then “naturalization petitions (1700-mid 1900s). On FamilySearch, you can choose a

filter by collection after you have typed in the person’s name and dates.

All of these online sources continually add material, so it helps to check regularly.
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